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Palace Green,

Kensington. W.
Dear Lady Londonderry

I shall be delighted, if you will promise not to put me next to
M^ Strange Jocelyn. The last time I met her at your house (and
goodness mercy knows why) she cut me as dead as ever she could
cut. Now suppose, in your kindness and innocence, you were to say
'M? &c take the Hon^lc M*8 Strange Soandso to dinner,' and she
were to begin cutting me over again? What a painful repast all of
us would have, especially poor W M T! T.o.s.v.p.10

I am just going out after my day's work, to buy myself a gold
shirt button, and prevent the painful necessity of being sown u$ as
I was at London House last night.

Yours very sincerely.
W M Thackeray

Suppose it had been a poor curate anxious to make a
favorable impression on his bishop?  What a state the
poor fellow would have been in when obliged to ask to
^mwill ^e sown UP by the housekeeper!

poet's death, though they met rarely. It appears from Lady Ritchie's recollec-
tions that Thackeray must have been shown some of Swinburne's MS. poems
by Lord Houghton, for he expressed his admiration of them. He died, as we
know, a few months later, too soon to see an7 of them in print, except those
which were printed in the Spectator in the course of this year, 1862."

9 Thackeray dined at London House on April 30, 1863.   This note ap-
pears to have been written the next day.

10 Turn over s'il vous flait.